I.A?lleged ‘blind’ lookout is acquitted

4 eonvicted
in failed Ba

?
- By John O'Brien

A federal court fury on Tuesday
Ceonvicted four members of a
supar-cautions gang of burglars
- who came w tthm aumntes of poll-
Cing off an anticipated 31 million
' { at Halmoral Park Race

m% in spburban Crete,
fifih man was acguitted of all
!m:;vm in the case, which
5 w:mb«mﬁ from an aborted ate
Ctempt in 1983 to f‘::'m:& open a

safe containing 600,000,

Oty the uneypected arrival of
fwo goards and a sure bet that
Comore guards would soon follow
prompied the gang to abandon
the safe, leave the grandstands
and retreat gmpivhanded out of
an old ratlroad tunnel Lo getaway
Chrs,
Fhe

Jury's verdiets,
five hours of delit
sere returned before T8,
Jud g Havry 1 einemwebe
cel sentencing for July 18,

Found ;;;szsit} of congpiracy and
attempting (o steal the money

\\}H?

wire Paul InCaro, 48, of Oak
Lawn Walter vnski, I
chael Gurgone, and Thomas
Harty, 63, all of Chicape. Al face

up fo S0 vears i pr

The jury acguil David P,
Shechan, 38, also of Chicago, of

identical charges
it wm;vh* were origi

natly charped in the fa
Two o ; } :
Paul anuts” Panczko and
Fames “Duke” Basile, pleaded
guiltv, testified against the others
ard now have new identitics as

members of a witness protection
progran,

As informants secretly working
for the FBL Pancirko snd Basie
identified all five defendanis as

Basile taped conversations,

1 acquitted

M
moral heist

The jury also heard
a dozen incriminating conversa
tions they recorded among them-
selves, DiCh CGurgone and
Hariv.

Another defendant, Gerald
Bootsic” Ciancio, 49, of Palos
Hills, faces trial next "mmm‘v‘

He was given a separate tiial on
his clatm that IMCaro forced him
al gonpoint to pa irticipate and si-
lenee Mw sale’s burglar alarm.
Haro was ;»miwwci by
pw‘ ceutors John Scully and Ste

fellow thieves,

phen Anderson as the w;“f
“take-no-chances” hoss,
former Balmoral horse

', he s mxm)m gerving an
roprison {mm im a theft of
industrial ¢obalt in Chicago
hts and the armed robbery of
w0 food store,

He xm,i Hnm are formes
ciates of “Peanuts™ Pang
wmm”fs‘:t of three Pang

s whose crimes ag
alesmen across the natic
san in the 19405 and cont wwgd

ap

hr"g
for nearly four de

S’mtéﬂ'wz‘ DiCaro, rvneki,
Harty, Gurgone or Shechan testi-
fied 1 in his own defense,

Witnesses testified on behall of
Gurgone, an mg over of the oty
department of Sireets and Sanita-
tion, and Shechan, a formier oity
worker, that both men were with
their families on the night of the
attempied break-m '

H)le the jursy convi icted Gur
gone, ?Mh(m‘ 1 p, T orenee
Gillespie and Mare w?;mm. said
the jury no doubt opted to acquit
Eheehan h«:f ause his name never
come up inoany of the Panceko-
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Attorneys for i’iw men chmged in
- the 1983 attempted robbery of Bal-
- moral Park Race Track on Tuesday
attacked the credil nhty of the gov-
- ernment’s two main witnesses, both
- convicted felons.

“The government cut a sweet-
~ heart deal with a person who is not
- much better than the devil,” defense
_attorney Mare Martin said of gov-
ernment informant James “Duke”
. Basile, who along with Paul “Pea-
- nuts” Panczko will key the govern-

ment case.
On trial in U. 8. District Court in

Chicago are Paul DiCaro, 47, of 4800
W. 101st PL; Oak Lawn; and Michael
Gurgone, 52; David P. Sheehan, 38;
Thomas Harty, 62; and Walter Le-
sczynski, 58, all of Chicago. They are
charged with conspiracy, armed rob-
bery and firearms violations in con-
nection with the February 1983 inci-
dent at the Crete track.

DiCaro’s attorney, Marvin Bloom,
described Panczko as a robber, jew-
elry thief and counterfeiter who
“will do anything for a break.”

Prosecutor John Secully, of the
Justice Department’s Chicago
Strike Force on Organized Crime,
conceded Tuesday that Basile and

Defense attacks witness credibility 1

Panczko were “not the best people
in the world.”

“They are convicted felons, and
they carry a lot more baggage,” he
said.

Basile, he said, was “involved with
the Chicago mob” in the late 1970s
and early 1980s as a loan shark and
“street tax” collector and was con-
victed of bank robbery, gambling
and burglary. “Street tax” is the
term for the monthly payment ex-
torted by organized crime from ille-
gal businesses to allow them to keep
operating.

Scully said Basile once confessed

L

to the murders of four people, in
cluding William “Billy” Dauber, a
reputed mob hit man who became a
government informant, and Dau-
ber's wife in 1980. Basile later re-
tracted the confession.

Basile, 53, pleaded guilty to tuking
part in the dhurtu Balmoral heist
and agreed to testify. Panczko, 65,
became a government ml‘uz;mxm
shortly after recetving a  10-vear
prisan term in 1985 for weapons vio-
fations.

The Balmoral plan, Scully told ju-

rors, fell through because Gurgone
and Basile arrived one hour Ia!m

3almoral case

and the robbers found “they didnt
have time to buan through the safe’
they believed contained $1 million,

The group, along with Gerald
“Bootsie” Clancio, met i an aban
doned vailroad stalion across fron
the race track, forced thelr way
through a closed tunnel leading un-
der the grandst (am{ and circumvent
ed the alarm, Scully said,

After overpowering two sec
guards, the would-be robhe
when they learned 4 new
guards was coming ou duty,

Uity
el A\/{i
shift ol
he said.

Ciancio, 48, of Palos Hills, wa:
granted a separate trial on Monday.
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Panczko becaine a government wilness o
was sentenced to 10 years i

1986, alter he

prisen for “‘mpwi violations, He was not
charged in the robbery attempt. '

Shechan's wife, Rosalyn, told jurors that
on Nov. 28, 1983, the night of the attempted
robbery, she and her hushand discussed her
plans to have a tubal ligation, a surgical me-
thod of birth control, the following day.

Four members of a mob-com nected ring
that dtlvmptui to tob the Babooral Park
Race Track in 1983 were convicted Tuesday
in federal court in Chicago

A fifth iman was acquitie dofall¢ h.u”t '

The jury ook un%\ five hours to find Mi-

chael Gurgone, Phomas Harty, 62, and 5. Sheehan 1s a very uuiﬂ{h witness
’ i O and 1 hannene she true ' han s attor-
Walter Le H‘\mh 3 all of Chicago, and  and i ?mp;’um‘d‘ to L;;, itme,, Sheehan’s attor
Paul DiCaro, 47 of Ouak Tawn, guilty of con ney, (Mami M:mm, i‘i“g . NS
v altempted N hody cou cconvicted o UL

spiracy to comnut armed robbery, atter “MUi IF any )‘“;‘ (thh‘z 3;) \1: 2 Basile and "Pea-
armed robbery and aplawiul weapons ¢ corruborated wort uke m\« and "Pea-
nuts’ Panczko zmm,umn isin bad shape,”

They face upm B years mp:m n M nienc-

T

s set for July 28 hefore U8, Thstrict .
IIR? ft Eﬁ'i arry Iunen weber. Jurors rejected Gurgone's alibi that he was
L( & R Y

David Patrick Sheehan, 38, of Ja82 5. Nor- al « birt }mw. patty of a niece in Chicago
mal Ave., accused of being the lookout fur the Ha;tginn the m:.,fi}i of the niatdm},‘ N
robbers, was found not ;,mm of all charges. Proseeutors n <‘m;~,’,mg avs"ghuxm;mn‘.s‘n‘n‘e)u'

Jumnqmﬂui after the verdict noted that  that the site of the parly was on x{ mn}a‘gn-if
Sheehan’s name did not appear in any of a froms the track, and rhat Gurgone showed up

\ late for the break-
azen transcripts of telephane conversations ; U
o ' \ w ¢ Paul {he would-be robbers, alter cireimventmg

Ba. the alarm svstem and overpowering two
guards, left empty-handed upon learning 1 that
a new shift of guards was coming on duty.

Gerald “Bootsie” Ciancio, 48, of Palos
Hills. the accused “wire expert’” of the group,
will be tried separately Monday.

Mavtin said following the vel HE

tape- xeumiui by governuent witnes
“Peanuts” Panczko and Jumes “Duke”
sile.

Basile pleaded guilty to conspiracy and at
temnpted robbery in return for a govermmnent
m,mmnwdam.n that he be sentenced to 15
years in prison,




	Heist
	Hiest 2

