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Defense victories

s been a successful several weeks for six
members. of Chicago’s criminal defense bar
savoring courtroom victories 2 and in Seattle.

Defense lawvers Thomas M. Breen, xian
Brunell, Brian Collins, James £ ariang}u and
Mare Martin persuaded a jury in the murtmom
of 118, District: sudg;c Suzanne B. € “enlon o ac-
quit ail six defendants of the most sericus charges
i what were alleg ‘d to be ilegal weapons sales
from the Apache Gun’Shop i Mernonette Park.
A pmswnnoﬂ witness made mustakes in iden-
tifving voices on one of the undercover tape-rec-
ordings introduced into evidence during the two-
week tral,

- Gerald Presbitero, 63, and clerks
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& NMerrionette Park gun shep
its owner and four othe
acquitted Friday of Charg

intended to wn on il
“straw purchases”™ of guns.
Defense attorney Mare T\i;m?
said federal court jure rejecte
the entire sting operation.” How
ever, the jury convicted one detern
dant, Apache Gun Shep clerk |
vin Ellis, 53, of Tinley Park. of
two minor charges unrelated 1o
the sting, :
In addition to the shop itself
those acquitted are its ow ner, 3
vear-old David Presbitero; his fad
ther and the shop's former owner

Don Olson, 68, and John Paniep,
47. :

During the sting, federal infor
mants who were legally burred
from buying guns purchased
weapons by  having xm(iervm-ez
agents, acting as “straw purchas-
ers,” fill out the paperwork for
them. :

5

But defense attorneys
that the !
crapped and wvouid  have |
> gung o ‘has- g
it wasn'i sovern- |
ting. Althou verwork

ozun ‘ure"‘i}a}%w dudes

wrged |

@ 20-

ings about “straw g}a:&?v?;
Martin, who

‘i
said that the rerm not expl Pmm
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'umed on their own,” Breen -

B sim was convie ted of
eounts involyi
nr“vi ?ssmm :
stops before the sting, when nolice
found paper work :)earmw phony

Apache Gun Shop purchase dates.




